
My deepest gratitude goes to the men and women who agreed

to interviews: Her Majesty Farah Pahlavi, wife of the former Shah

of Iran; Ambassador Ardeshir Zehedi, a special thanks to Iran’s

last and most powerful ambassador to the U.S.; former President of

the French Republic Valerie Giscard d’Estaing; editorial journalist

Samuel Segev; journalist and terrorism expert Charles Villeneuve; 

Dr. Parviz Mina, Director, National Iranian Oil Company under the

Shah; Dr. Abol-Majid Majidi, Minister of Planning and Budget

under the Shah; Hubert Vedrine, adviser to President Francois 

Mitterrand and Secretary-General from 1991-1995; Prime Minister

of Israel Benjamin Netanyahu; former Israeli Prime Minister Ehud

Olmert; former Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin; President 

Shimon Peres of Israel; former Israeli Ambassador to Iran Uri

Lubrani; former Israeli Ambassador to the U.S. Dore Gold; 

Marvin Kalb, award-winning reporter for CBS and NBC; Dr. Alan 

Dershowitz, professor, Harvard School of Law; Israeli Mossad agent

Eliezer Zafrir; General David Ivri, Commander Israeli Air Force

and Ambassador to U.S.; General Yitzhak Segev; Dr. Ahmed Tehrani;

and Lt. General Shapur Azarbarzin. I especially want to thank

Israeli, French, and U.S. intelligence operatives (whose names must

remain anonymous.) 

This story began with my talks with former Israeli Prime 

Minister Menachem Begin, and it would not be complete without

thanking many of the other key people I interviewed over the years

on this subject: Dr. Reuben Hecht, senior advisor to Prime Minister
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Begin and my mentor; Yehiel Kadishai, personal aide to Prime 

Minister Menachem Begin; Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir; Major

General James E. Freeze, Assistant Deputy Director for Plans and

Policy, National Security; General Jerry Curry, Department of

Defense in the Pentagon; General George Keegan (retired), Chief 

of Air Force Intelligence from 1972 to 1977; Lt. General Richard 

F. Schaeffer (retired), Deputy Chairman of NATO Military 

Committee from January 1974 to June 1975; Isser Harel, former

head of Israeli Intelligence and Security; Lieutenant General Moshe

Ya’alon, former Chief of Staff, IDF; Mr. James Woolsey, former

Director, CIA; General Hugh Shelton, former Chairman of the Joint

Chiefs of Staff; General Yossi Peled, Chief of the Northern 

Command, Israel; General Dani Yatom, head of Mossad, Israeli

Intelligence Service; General Ya-akov Amidror, former Chief of IDF

Intelligence; Lt. General Tom McInerney; and the late General

Robert “Dutch” Huyser, Deputy Commander-in-Chief, United States

European Command. 

A special word of gratitude must go to Lanelle Shaw-Young,

who has invested an enormous amount of time and work from the

beginning and throughout this entire project. The book would not

have been possible without her contributions. I also wish to thank

Arlen Young, who spent hours proofreading the manuscript. My

heartfelt thanks to Joe Hilley for his assistance. I am deeply 

appreciative to research assistant Dan Godzich, Washington, D.C.;

Robert Baxter, research associate in Paris; to Ariel University; and

especially to Dr. Ronen Cohen, who provided invaluable research

information from Israel. 
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